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’ rvime Vialley College studems Michelle Uribe-Gareis was a soldier stationed in post-Tafihar Afpharistan when
she was diagrosed with multiple sclerosis, o devastatbug illwess that et shost @ promising career in military
intetligence ad sest ber back home to Orange Connty. Hiving joined the Arnry right ot of high school, she
suddenly found berself baving to completely re-think her life plan and goals for the futire.

Michelle decided to envoll at Irvine Villey College, Her new goal—medical school and a futire spent warking
with disabled chiliren as @ pediatric nesvologist, To belp achieve that gaal she is studying full-time, taking 2
secand level sign Lamguage class at IVE and working part-time for Irvine-based Famulies Forward, a support
orgarization far kaimeome bomeless famities, Michelle is gratefil for the sipport services IVC offers its disabled
| students, s she concedes ber wew life can be challengmg, While she was aliays a good student, Michelle credits

- < the mifitary for the disciplime that mov allows ber o cope with the daify rigors of MS and eollege.

\ B

Laagt Novenber, when IVC beld its anmual Veterans Dy Ceremony, Michelle was asked fo speak and banar
veterans past and present. Altbosgh officially retired froms the military, she was

prowd 1o dan ber Army uniform ance again. frvine Valley Colllge is bonored o call
this frsjrirmg veteran one of s o,
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At the colleges of South Orange
County Community College
District, we have numerous

success stories to share about

our students and former
students. Our ongoing series
of ads have appeared in OC Metro and

Today's WWoman magazines, and have made an

impact on motivating new student enrollment.

Ads Designed by Michael O'Meara



